How to care for Cacti and Succulents
Although a small number of plants need slightly different conditions, the
following basic guide will suit the majority of cacti and other succulents.
Soil: The most important aspect of the compost used to grow cacti and other
succulents is that it must be free draining. Either commercial cactus compost,
or ordinary compost with 30-40% sharp sand or grit added, is ideal. Plants
should be potted up whenever they outgrow the pot into the next largest pot
size. Avoid the temptation to repot into a much larger pot as this may lead to
waterlogging of the excess soil.
Light: Most cacti and succulents need as much sunlight as they can get,
particularly here in Scotland. Many plants will grow successfully on a sunny
windowsill although the best conditions are found in a greenhouse. If grown in
a greenhouse or conservatory it is important to avoid scorching, particularly in
March and April on sunny days just as the plants are coming back into growth.
Watering: The most important step in the annual cycle is to provide a rest
period for the plants. Watering is either greatly reduced or completely
stopped over the winter months. The following is a guide to watering but is
dependent on the temperature and weather conditions at the time.
•

During March/April the plants should be brought gradually out of their
winter rest, beginning with spraying and working up to full watering.

•

From May onwards, full watering about once every 10-14 days in a
greenhouse is a good rule of thumb. Ideally, the plants should be almost
dry before the next watering is done. If in doubt, do not water.

•

During September/October (depending on the weather) watering should
be reduced and then completely stopped for the winter months to allow
the plants to rest and to prepare them for flowering during the next
season.

•

No water from the end of October to March, although some of the other
succulents benefit from a small amount of water during milder spells.
While some plants are happy at low (even freezing) temperatures, it is
better to make sure that the temperature does not fall below 5˚c.

